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St. Peter’s 

Cross & Keys  
Church Address:  
45 W. Winter St.  

 
Office Address:    

15 N. Franklin St.   
Delaware, OH 43015 

 
 

Fr. Terry Highland, 
Interim Rector 

 Office Hours:  
M-TH:  9:30am-12:30pm 

Wed:  7:00pm-9:00pm  
(off on Friday) 

Please call ahead for ap-
pointment  

 
Parish Administrator 

Office Hours :  
M-F 

10a-12p 
Contact 740.369.3175 

stpeters45@frontier.com 

 
 

 
Worship Services: 

All with  
Holy Communion 

 

Sunday Mornings at 
8:00a & 10:30a 

 
 

Website: 
Stpetersdelaware.org 

 
 

 

 

St. Peter’s is a prayerful, diverse, and growing community of faith dedicated to  

helping others know Jesus Christ through word, sacraments and actions.  

Memorial Garden Surprises 
 
Please visit the Memorial Garden to enjoy the ever changing land-
scape. We hope you have been enjoying the summer flowers in the 
Memorial Garden and the tranquility of the space. 
 
The most recent item of interest has been the large "dinner plate 
sized" Hibiscus flowers. The Hibiscus Moscheutos is a tall, cold 
hearty perennial. They will survive even the harshest winter and reli-
ably return each year.  - The Memorial Garden Crew 

    September 2016 



Peter’s after discerning where 

we, as a church, have come 

and where we want to go and 

what our vision for the future 

is.  Our profile will not only 

be a detailed study of the 

goals of  our church as 

compiled from input from the 

congregation, but also a 

detailed description of St. 

Peter’s.  This is what will be 

posted on the diocesan 

website for inquiring priests 

to determine if they might be 

a fit for St. Peter’s. 

 Our Recasting Church Assets 

Committee is underway and 

has met with national church 

representatives.  We will be 

with them September 9 & 10 

to continue the process. (see 

the article on recasting church 

assets in the Cross & Keys) 

 

I am optimistic about our future 

here at St. Peters, but it takes all 

of our prayers and our time, 

talents, and tithes to make our 

church flourish.   Please continue 

to pray for the vestry, the 

formation of the Self-Evaluation 

Committee, the Recasting 

Committee, and for the health 

and life of St. Peter’s.   

We say we want St. Peter’s to be 

great.  Will our actions prove it? 

Blessings to you, 

Terry+ 
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Dear Ones, 

Where has the summer gone?  It 

seems like we just celebrated 

Memorial Day and now Labor 

Day is upon us.  It feels like time 

flies by faster and faster as we 

“mature.”   

And the same goes for our 

church lives, too.  I remember 

helping out in the church 

nursery when my children were 

little and now our children’s 

children are in the nursery.  We 

enjoy watching our children 

grow up and mature and learn 

life’s lessons, and ultimately we 

“release” them out into the 

world from the comfort of our 

home to become productive 

family members, work 

associates, and spiritual 

influences within their 

immediate communities. 

God too is watching us grow up 

spiritually.  God is looking at 

what is important in our lives.  

God hears our words, but are 

our actions a reflection of those 

words?  God can see by our 

actions what is important to us – 

no matter what our words are 

saying.   I wonder what God 

thinks of us if our actions do not 

match our words.  I know He 

will forgive us if we sincerely 

repent of our misguided words 

and actions because He is so 

forgiving and loving. 

This summer we had our 

Vacation Bible School and “Block 

Party” which were both a great 

success and blessings to our 

children and community.  But 

now what?  What are we doing 

now to bless our church and our 

community? 

Here are some of our plans: 

 Our Bishop is coming 

September 11, 2016.  He will 

be here for the 10:30 service 

to Baptize, Confirm, and 

Receive members of our 

church.  Please support the 

Bishop and St. Peter’s by 

attending the service. 

 You asked for a bible study 

to be in the evening.  We 

will start a Tuesday evening 

bible study on September 13, 

2016 at 7:00 PM.  We will 

study the first gospel that 

was written, the gospel of 

Mark.  Please bring your 

favorite bible and be ready 

to “inwardly digest” the 

ideas and parables we will 

be uncovering in Mark. 

 Our Thursday bible study at 

10:30 AM will continue.  All 

are welcome! 

 We will be forming the Self-

Evaluation Committee to 

start the process of finding 

out who God is calling to be 

your next rector.  If you are 

interested in being on that 

committee, talk to Paul 

Sabine.  The Self-Evaluation 

Committee is responsible for 

writing a profile of St. 



confirmands in the undercroft. 
There will be a table set up for 
food and beverages and chairs 
will be placed in an informal 
manner throughout the room. 
 
We will be ordering two sheet 
cakes and and we would like 
finger foods provided by our 
members.  Please contact me if 
you have any questions. 
 
Brenda Venzke - Hospitality  
740 803-3072 
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If you give a measuring stick 
to a child, guess what he will 
do with it!  Right!  He will hit, 
poke and probe with it until 
it breaks, and then throw it 
aside as useless.  Give that 
same stick to a mature person 
and he will read the numbers 
on it and use it to keep order 
by accurately measuring 
himself and his surroundings. 

When God made the world 
and everything in it, he made 
standards for it to run 
smoothly in harmony with all 
other parts of nature.  In the 
illustration above, it isn't about 
age.  It is about understanding 
the value and use of God's 
instruction tools, and the 
choice we make about how to 
use them.  With commitment 
and effort,   
we can learn to use them the 
way God intended, or we can 
break and misuse them 
according to our own desires, 
and wonder why things "don't 
fit".  This month, may we 
study God's instruction Book, 
the bible, with a desire to use 
His tools as He intended.  -
Terry 

 

A NOTE ♪ FROM THE 

ORGANIST/

CHOIRMASTER 

In addition to “make a joyful 
noise,” the choir has a new 
motto –   It is: 
 
tutti insieme ad una voce – all 
together as one voice – that is, in 

unison. 
 
It may not appear so at first, but 
singing in unison is often more 
difficult than singing in parts.  
Everyone's voice timbre is slightly 
different – therefore, to get a good 
unison sound, everyone must 
listen not only to one's own 
sound, but to the sounds of the 
others in the group.  So we see 
that singing is as much listening to 
sounds as it is making those 
sounds oneself.  We will giving 
this idea a lot of attention this 
year. 
 
The parish choir will begin its 
2016-2017 season a little earlier 
this fall, in order to be in good 
shape for the Bishop's visit on 
September 11th.  Please consider 
joining us as we make our joyful 
noise tutti insieme ad una voce (we 
also sing in parts!).  We will sing 
in the service on Sunday 
morning, August 28th, and our 
first official Wednesday evening 
rehearsal will be on Wednesday 
evening, August 31st.  Please let 
me or any choir member know if 
you are interested.     
 
Carol Hallenbeck 
Organist/Choirmaster 
 
 
 
FOOD FOR THE RECEPTION 
FOR BISHOP BREIDENTHAL 
AND CONFIRMANDS 
 
On September 11th after the 
single 9:30 am service, St. Peter's 
will be hosting a reception for  
Bishop Breidenthal and 

NEW BIBLE STUDY! 

Starting Tuesday, September 

13, 2016 we will start an even-

ing Bible Study at 7:00 PM in 

the church coffee fellowship 

room.  We will start studying 

the Gospel of Mark.  Please 

bring your bible with you to 

help study, learn, and inward-

ly digest God’s word in an in-

formal setting. 



this all wrong…” 

But I thought about it more as 

the concert finished and we 

returned home… and decided 

that it was my understanding 

that was lacking. One of the 

types of prayers recognized in 

the Catechism in the Book of 

Common Prayer is “Oblation,” 

a prayer of offering. I think we 

often overlook this prayer 

type. It’s easy to nod our 

heads when someone talks 

about God’s blessings – but 

what about our response? 

Oblation is offering the totality 

of our person, our time and 

effort, our talents, and our 

treasure for the spread of the 

Kingdom. It’s not something 

we do once in our lives – it’s 

something we do time and 

time again – as the preacher 

had exclaimed – each time we 

approach God’s altar.  

There is something very 

powerful about marching your 

offering up – getting out of 

your seat and moving towards 

God.  I hope that as we make 

our way to our annual 

Stewardship campaign, we 

can all respond to God’s 

blessings with a true prayer of 

oblation. 

Jim Hinton 
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nowhere without that blessing.  

It suddenly became apparent 

that this was the offertory. 

Members of the congregation 

moved into place at the front of 

each aisle with large alms 

basins, and ushers took their 

places to escort us all up to the 

front. Suddenly I heard the 

preacher exclaim, “And you 

KNOW when you approach the 

Lord, you’d better have an 

offering in your hand!” It was 

all I could do to grasp in my 

pockets, finding some spare bills 

and passing some out to Amy 

and the kids so we would all 

have something to put in the 

plate. Then we were all marched 

up to make our offering, and 

afterwards returned to our seats 

for the second half of the 

worship. 

As I tried to come to grips with 

this approach, several thoughts 

went through my mind. First, I 

had to admit, I got a chuckle out 

of the direct approach. I felt a 

little like someone had 

proverbially picked me up by 

the ankles and shook me until 

the money came out of my 

pockets. Then I thought about 

the fact that in our church, we 

get up out of our seats for 

communion rather than 

offertory.  For a few moments, I 

thought to myself, “They have 

Stewardship Update 

Who knew that my son’s 

“Strings Camp” this summer 

would end up taking me to a 

church so different from ours? 

As it turns out, the camp 

organizer, who focused on 

improvisation and ear training, 

wanted all his campers to be 

exposed to African-American 

Gospel music, and had a 

connection with a congregation 

where they could experience it.  

So after work one evening, I 

met my family on the East Side 

of Columbus for worship. 

And worship it was! God was 

praised at high volumes, in 

music that invited movement – 

clapping, swaying, and many a 

resounding “A-men!” The 

preacher could not say a phrase 

without overwhelming 

response from the 

congregation. Such enthusiasm 

was a joy to experience. It truly 

washed away any worries I had 

from the careworn day and 

replaced them with the thought 

of Jesus. 

Near the halfway mark of the 

program, one of the elders 

picked up the microphone, and 

invited us all to stand. He 

began by reminding us 

emphatically how God blesses 

us all, and we would be 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



where they felt our church was 

at.   Everyone that marked that 

graft felt the church was in a 

downward trend. 

It is necessary for the 

congregation to “get on 

Board”.  There will be 

scheduled Parish meetings 

and at these meeting the team 

will show and share 

information received.  

Communication is very 

important in this process.  We 

have been told to expect 

anxiety, but this is part of the 

process.  Through this process 

the church will receive the 

tools and process, but not 

answers.  We as a 

congregation need to come up 

with the answers (the 

recasting team cannot do it 

alone).   There is hope; if we 

respect each other and work 

together we can make a 

difference in the direction of 

St. Peter’s. 

We need to set goals of parish; 

need to focus on right things.   

We are in need of people to 

agree to work on the team.  

Please consider helping this 

church grow again. 

(SEE GRAPH)  
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Aug. 4th is part of the 

consulting team.  Frank came 

to evaluate our church and 

give us that fresh prospective. 

Frank will provide us with a 

report of his findings.  Each 

team has been assigned a 

Coach (from the consultants) 

and two liaisons from the 

diocese (COCL Innovating 

Church).   Each congregation 

participating in this process 

will have a different outcome. 

In the following months we 

will be going through a 

process and provided with 

tools.  The Recasting team will 

attend 7 meeting over the next 

18 months.  The first meeting 

will be held Sept 9th and 10th.  

The first team meeting will be 

information gathering, will 

lead to goal/s, focus on why 

call together, why are we 

struggling, faith base, what is 

practical and what is driving 

parish. 

On August 4th, 24 parishioners 

attending the meeting on 

Recasting.  During the meeting 

Frank explained the growth 

and downward trend of a 

church. He created a graph 

showing the start of a church, 

leveling off and downward 

trend; then ask the people 

attending to mark an “X” 

BISHOP VISIT 
SEPTEMBER 11th 
 
Bishop Breidenthal will be 
coming to St. Peter's on 
September 11th for Baptism 
and Confirmation during a 
single service at  9:30 a.m.  If 
you have not been baptized, 
confirmed, received, or have 
not officially transferred your 
membership to St. Peter's and 
would like to do so, please let 
us know. 
 
A reception will take place in 
the Undercroft following the 
service. 
Recasting – St. Peter’s Episcopal 

Church 

This is a grant program set up 

by the diocese to help in which 

8 churches have been chosen to 

participate.  The diocese has 

contracted a consulting firm to 

work with these chosen 

churches.  St. Peter’s is one of 

those chosen. 

 

 

Recasting:   

Maintain building; reframing; 

communication 

This is an open transparent 

process without a pre-

determined outcome.  

Sometimes we need a fresh 

prospective.  Frank, the 

consultant that was present on 
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Recasting Graph 
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of the community, our church, 
and also their relationship with 
God.  

Well done, good and faithful 
servents! 

What is God calling you to do? 

-----Anonymous 

 

Do you know when to be 
patient and when to give in to 
your impatience? It is good to 
know such things because the 
stakes can be high at times. If 
you are too impatient, you 
make rash decisions with 
terrible consequences. If you 
are too patient, you waste vast 
stretches of your life pursuing 
the wrong goals. 
 
How do we find balance? I 
always picture myself as a 
child on a seesaw, trying to 
keep level and steady.....and 
inevitably I fail one way or 
another.  Maybe it is not the 
failure that is important.....but 
rather the effort of trying to 
keep balanced that really 
counts. 
 
I have been impatient lately. I 
expect my resurrection lilies to 
faithfully produce a burst of 
green leaves, wither up and 
disappear and then produce 
stems and flowers.  I got 
impatient after the leaves dried 
up in early June and I have 
been waiting and waiting for 
the flowers to appear. 
 
Eventually stems started to 
erupt from the soil and every 

WHAT IS GOD 

CALLING YOU TO DO? 

God knows where you were, 
just as He knows who you are! 
You are the one of the 
unselfish souls who not only 
donated your time, material 
costs, cost of hired, help for 
those more laborious, hard 
work tasks that had to be 
done, clearing and dividing 
plants, pruning and reshaping 
the memorial garden.  Many 
diligently worked and 
worked.  Thank you!  

 

All one has to do is look and 
listen, to see who unselfishly 
stepped forward with and 
gave time, their talents and 
funds so St. Peter’s may have a 
pleasing curbside appeal.  
Those volunteers have not 
only enriched their lives by 
working toward their VISION 
but they also showed PRIDE 
in their place of worships. 

 

WHO ARE THESE PEOPLE?  
They are the ones God selected 
and guided during these hot, 
humid days of intense heat.  I 
am certain God is thanking 
them, and so should we.  They 
made the connections of 
demonstrating active church 
participation, as speakers on 
Communion on Congregation 
life stressed.  These volunteers 
are a shining example of how 
to make changes so the church 
will grow.  They stepped 
forward and enriched the lives 

day I would check their 
progress. The buds finally 
opened and the familiar flowers 
stood tall in all their glory. I was 
so happy......until.......I looked 
closer and saw that some of the 
flower stems had been 
deliberately cut down and 
removed.. What was that all 
about? 
 
I did not ponder too long. Had 
someone asked for flowers, I 
would have gladly given them. 
I choose to accept what 
happened and have no anger or 
hurt feelings. I choose to believe 
that the flowers were 
appreciated and valued. I 
choose to believe that the 
person who cut them down 
needed them more than I did. 
This does not make me weak. It 
makes me strong. 
 
My resurrection lilies will 
bloom again next year and I will 
again joyfully watch their 
progress. 
 
Life goes on. 
Just my thoughts, 
Brenda Venzke 



February 25: The Edge of the 
Orchard, Tracy Chevalier 
March 25: The Rainbow 
Comes and Goes, Anderson 
Cooper and Gloria 
Vanderbilt 
April 29: A Spool of Blue 
Thread, Anne Tyler 
May 27: Ripper, Isabel 
Allende 

 

2016 Vestry Members 

Jason Ross, Sr. Warden 
Barbara Walter, Jr. Warden 
Jim Hinton, Stewardship 
Paul Sabine, Finance 
Milt Wyman, Evangelism 
Brenda Venzke, Hospitality 
Joyce Laurence, Parish Life 
 

People in Need 

This month, we will be 
collecting cans of soup, 
canned fruit, and toiletries. 

ANDREWS HOUSE 
Second Friday Meals  
September 8th, 6-7pm  
 
Third Thursday Meals  
September 15th, 5-6pm 
 
Third Monday Meals   
September 19th, 5:30-6:30pm 
 
Legal Advice Clinic 
Third Tuesday of each 
month 
September 20th, Registration 
5-6pm 
 
Mobile Food Market  
1st and 3rd Monday of every 
month 11:30a-12:30pm.   
at Highpoint Nazarene 
Church, 795 Pollock Rd, 
Delaware 

 
 
 
 
 

Last Saturday Book Club 
Join us to review a favorite 
book or for the entire 
schedule.  
We meet at 10:30 on the last 
Saturday of the month at the 
Parish House. 
 
September 24: Snow in 
August, Pete Hamill 
October 29: Eyes of the 
Dragon, Stephen King 
November 26: The Husband's 
Secrete, Liane Moriarty 
December--No meeting  
January 28: The Aviator's 
Wife, Melanie Benjamin 
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 Sr. Carin Delfs 
Jennifer Jackson 

De Dee Daly 
Stevie Jefferis 

Joyce Laurence 
George Powell 

William Ruffing 
Derek Ratcliff 

Jon Lewis 
John Hinton 

Hannah Mergler 
Graham Mergler 
Dean Rushmore 

Tommie Stranahan 
Jeanne Horn 

Kathy Heiskell 
Emily Hammett 

Chaz Sakala 
Paula Sakala 
Joy Twesigye 

 
Have we missed your birthday?  

Please be sure to contact the office 

to let us know! 

 
       

 

 

 

Bread Schedule 

September -Emily Ross/
Sunday school youth 
October -Jayne Ensminger  
November - Roberta Clark 
December - Mel Colegrove 

http://www.andrewshouse.org/programs/meals
http://www.andrewshouse.org/programs/meals
http://www.andrewshouse.org/programs/meals
http://www.andrewshouse.org/programs/legalclinic
http://www.andrewshouse.org/programs/mobilemarket


St. Peter’s Parish Office 
15 N Franklin St 
Delaware, OH 43015 
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