
December 2015 

St. Peter’s 

Cross & Keys  
Church Address:  
45 W. Winter St.  

 
Office Address:    

15 N. Franklin St.   
Delaware, OH 43015 

 
 

Fr. Terry Highland, 
Interim Rector 

 Office Hours:  
M-TH:  9:30am-12:30pm 

Wed:  7:00pm-9:00pm  
(off on Friday) 

Please call ahead for ap-
pointment  

 
Parish Administrator 

Office Hours :  
M-F 

10a-12p 
Contact 740.369.3175 

stpeters45@frontier.com 

 
 

 
Worship Services: 

All with  
Holy Communion 

 

Sunday Mornings at 
8:00a & 10:30a 

 
 

Website: 
Stpetersdelaware.org 

 
 

 

 

St. Peter’s is a prayerful, diverse, and growing community of faith dedicated to  

helping others know Jesus Christ through word, sacraments and actions.  

Thank you for making our first Delaware  
Family Festival a success!  

   August 2016 



prioritize my work and find 
those minutes in a day that I 
can spend with my family. 
People like Frances live relaxed 
lives. I envy them in a way. I 
wish at times I could sit back 
and be totally unconcerned 
about everything that is going 
on in the world. However, my 
makeup will not allow me to 
do that. I value time. I value 
the wasted minutes or hours 
waiting on the doctor to see 
me. Time spent waiting for a 
car to be repaired is 
excruciating to me. Why is 
that? I value the thing that 

God gave me a limited 
amount of – time. 
 
I wish I had more of it. I could 
do so much more for myself, 
our church, our community, 
His kingdom, and my 
family.  My time is limited, so 

I must protect it. I must value 
it. I have to realize that it is a 
non-renewable resource. Can 
you use your time to further 
the Kingdom of God here in 
Delaware?  Will our church 
survive without your help?   
I encourage you to consider 
what you do with your time. 
Consider how you use it. Think 
about where it is spent. Where 
is it wasted? How could it be 
better used. Remember, it’s 
your time. We will all give 

account to God someday of 
our time on this Earth. We 
should ever be mindful of its 
eternal value. 
 
Blessings, 
Terry+ 
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It's Your Time! 

Dear Ones, 

A friend of mine, a painter, 
shared a story with me.  He 
hired a man to work for him 
who was from Africa. His 
family had brought him to the 
United States and he was in 
need of job skills. His small 
painting company was a great 
place for new immigrant to 
learn a trade.  His name was 
Frances. Frances was a pure 
joy to work with. He was 
happy every day. He would 
sing beautifully as he worked 
and often expressed his 
appreciation for giving him a 
job. He was fun and often told 
funny jokes. He was always 
ready for work on time. His 
attitude was perfect. However, 
my friend had to fire him. 
Frances did not understand 
the value of time. One day he 
would paint 30 doors, the next 
day he would paint 2. After 
speaking to the family 
member who was his sponsor 
to the US, she said that in 
Africa, time is of little value. 
She said, “people where he 
came from do not place a 
value on time. If something 
did not get done today, that’s 
ok, it can get done 
tomorrow.”   

 
Unfortunately, we in the US 
do not and can’t look at time 
this way. His boss knew how 
much Frances’s time was 
worth not only to him, but also 
to the company. As his 
employer, he had to cause 
Frances to improve his time to 

show a profit or would lose 
money on each job he did.  
Frances was unable to change 
his way of thinking regarding 
time and as a result was let 
go. 
 
The Bible itself begins with a 
reference of time, “In the 
beginning”.  Time has always 
been important to God. A 
reading of the early chapters 
of Genesis shows God 
creating the world as a 
sequential event. Christ 
Himself did not come to this 
world until His time was 
fulfilled and when it was 
time, he returned to 
glory. Time is important to 

God, and it should be 
important to us, His 
ministers. 
 
Some people view time like 
Frances did. It simply did not 
matter. “Didn’t do it today? 
That’s ok, do it tomorrow.” 
The fact of the matter is, we 
only have one life. We are 
only allowed so many days, 
hours, minutes and seconds 
in this life. At some 
appointed second in time we 
will pass from this life. 
Some of us have more time 
than others. By that I mean 
two things. Some people will 
live longer and some people 
simply don’t have much 
going on. Someone who is not 
a busy person usually does 
not understand the value of 

every minute of a busy 
person’s day. Personally, I 
have to work hard to 



organizations was incredible.  

 All the representatives 

wandered throughout the 

grounds, kidding each other, 

laughing, and all saying what 

a special day it was.  And all 

vowed to do it again next year 

because it was so much fun. 

Many thanks to Andrews 

House, Family Promise, 

Helpline, Women’s City Club, 

First Baptist Church, First 

Presbyterian Church, St. 

Peter’s Episcopal Church, 

William Street United 

Methodist Church and Zion 

United Church of Christ for 

catching the vision and for 

helping with the planning, the 

set up and tear down, and 

manning all the different 

stations. 

As one child declared, “This 

was the best day EVER!” 
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Family Fun Fest 

“Create an event and people 

will come.”  And come, they 

did – close to 400 people!  St. 

Peter’s recently joined forces 

with several downtown 

churches and non-profit 

organizations to host the first 

Delaware Family Fun Fest on 

July 16, 2016.  What a rousing 

success on a perfect and 

gorgeous day! 

Grills were set up by the St. 

Peter’s kitchen, and tables 

lined the side lawn as the 

sponsors gave away free food, 

including pulled pork 

sandwiches, hot dogs, veggie 

burgers, chips, and water.  

Our own Amy Hinton and 

Janet Powell did face painting 

for children– well over 100 

during the 4 hour event.  

Butterflies, flowers, Ninja 

Turtles, and even Chewbacca 

were seen throughout the 

festival, with kids proudly 

proclaiming, ‘I LOVE IT!”   

We had a Bubble Station.  

First Presbyterian had a 

bouncer house. Both St. 

Peter’s and William Street 

Methodist had Craft Stations 

set up for children.  Andrews 

House supplied chalk for 

some creative sidewalk 

painting.  There was a 

caricature artist.  Fred Astaire 

Dance Studio quickly taught 

a group of adults and 

children from the audience 

some line dancing – oh, did 

we groove!  And we even 

managed the Hokey Pokey to 

complete our new dancing 

skills.  The Delaware Fire 

Department showcased a fire 

truck and not only let kids sit 

in the driver’s seat but also 

try on a fire helmet and coat.  

A barber gave free haircuts in 

our Memorial Garden.  And 

Ruffing Martial Arts had 

demonstrations throughout 

the morning, with 8 year old 

children kicking high, with 

our own Bill and Kristen 

Ruffing’s son, Emery, 

jumping and leaping and 

breaking boards.  WOW! 

While the Festival was a 

complete success for the 

public, the comradery 

between all the sponsoring 



 
 
 
 

News & Notes Page 4 

baptism of Jesus, Jesus calming 

the storm, and breakfast on the 

beach.  Children learned “pop 

up verses” from the Bible for 

each of the lessons. 

Amy, Mary, Dianne, and Janet 

were joined by Nora Alastra 

during the actual VBS, and each 

had a group of 5 children to lead 

through the day.  Some days it 

was a challenge to corral excited 

children and get them to their 

activities, but the children all 

had a great time as they learned 

to “shine God’s love all over.”  

Fr. Terry led the outside games 

for all the children…talk about a 

challenge as he herded children 

in relay races, a “storm,” and 

other games to reinforce the 

day’s lesson. 

By the end of VBS, there were 

over 100 tired but excited 

children…and six very 

exhausted St. Peter’s adults! -  

Fr. Terry  

 Surf Shack VBS 2016 

“Shine bright, be a ray of light.  

Shine into somebody’s life.  

Shine God’s love all over.”  

These are words from the theme 

song of our Surf Shack VBS that 

set the tone for teaching 

children about God’s amazing 

love. 

St. Peter’s joined with First 

Presbyterian Church to sponsor 

Surf Shack VBS at the First 

Presbyterian facility.  We had 

over 100 children for the week-

long surfing extravaganza, with 

songs, story time, science 

experiments, outdoor activities, 

and crafts.  And yummy 

lunches each day! 

The week before VBS, Amy and 

Stephanie Hinton, Mary 

Highland, Dianne Kreeger, and 

Janet Powell worked every 

afternoon transforming a large 

room at First Presbyterian into a 

beach paradise, complete with 

flamingoes and sea gulls, an 

amazing sand castle, flip flops, 

beach chairs and a beach 

umbrella, beach hats, and even a 

spouting whale and an octopus 

in our waves, with a larger-than

-life crab scooting across a wall. 

With “water” being the main 

theme, our lessons focused on 

Creation, the story of Moses 

floating down the river, the 

Community Engagement 
 
The past few months I have 
contacted several visitors and 
provided each with information 
about St. Peter’s church and 
provided them with a pen 
(which includes information 
about the church). 
 
There are now two brochures 
available to hand out to visi-
tors, located in pamphlet hold-
ers in the front and back of the 
church.  One brochure is new 
and includes pictures and infor-
mation about St. Peter’s Episco-
pal Church.  The other brochure 
is provided by The Diocese of 
Southern Ohio, which includes 
more information about the 
Episcopal Church. 
  
We all need to continue to be 
inviting and welcome new 
comers/visitors and encourage 
them to join our service again.  
Also, invite visitors to coffee 
hour, another event or activity.   
  
Joyce Laurence 
 

 
 



civil rights of transgender people. 
The need is urgent, because laws 
like the one in North Carolina 
prey on some of the most 
vulnerable people in our 
communities—some of the very 
same people who were targeted in 
the Orlando attack. In a 2011 
survey, 78 percent of transgender 
people said that they had been 
bullied or harassed in childhood; 
41 percent said they had attempted 
suicide; 35 percent had been 
assaulted, and 12 percent had 
suffered a sexual assault. Almost 
half of transgender people who 
responded to the survey said they 
had suffered job discrimination, 
and almost a fifth had lost housing 
or been denied health care due to 
their gender identity or expression. 

In keeping with Executive 
Council’s resolution, we are 
sending a letter to the governor 
and members of the North 
Carolina General Assembly 
calling on them to repeal the 
“Public Facilities Privacy & 
Security Act.” When legislation 
that discriminates against 
transgender people arises in other 
places, we will also voice our 
opposition and ask Episcopalians 
to join us. We will also support 
legislation, like a bill recently 
passed in the Massachusetts state 
legislature, that prevents 
discrimination of all kinds based 
on gender identity or gender 
expression. 

As Christians, we bear a particular 
responsibility to speak out in these 
situations, because attempts to 
deny transgender people their 
dignity and humanity as children 
of God are too often being made 
in the name of God. This way of 
fear is not the way of Jesus Christ, 
and at these times, we have the 
opportunity to demonstrate our 
belief that Christianity is not a 
way of judgment, but a way of  
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of our hearts, where a law called 
the “Public Facilities Privacy & 
Security Act” has decimated the 
civil rights and God-given dignity 
of transgender people and, by 
extension, drastically curtailed 
protections against discrimination 
for women, people of color, and 
many others. We are thankful for 
the prayerful and pastoral public 
leadership of the North Carolina 
bishops on this law, which is 
known as House Bill 2. 

North Carolina is not the only 
place where fear has gotten the 
better of us. Lawmakers in other 
jurisdictions have also threatened 
to introduce legislation that would 
have us believe that protecting the 
rights of transgender people—
even a right as basic as going to 
the bathroom—somehow puts the 
rest of us at risk. 

This is not the first time that the 
segregation of bathrooms and 
public facilities has been used to 
discriminate unjustly against 
minority groups. And just as in our 
painful racial past, it is even being 
claimed that the “bathroom bills,” 
as they are sometimes called, 
ensure the safety of women and 
children—the same reason so 
often given to justify Jim Crow 
racial segregation. 

But we believe that, as the New 
Testament says, “perfect love casts 
out fear.” On June 10, the 
Executive Council of the 
Episcopal Church stood against 
fear and for God’s love by passing 
a resolution that reaffirms the 
Episcopal Church’s support of 
local, state and federal laws that 
prevent discrimination based on 
gender identity or gender 
expression and voices our 
opposition to all legislation that 
seeks to deny the God-given 
dignity, the legal equality, and the 

 Letter to the Episcopal 
Church From Presiding 
Bishop, President of House 
of Deputies 
 
Jesus tells us to love God and 
love our neighbor as 
ourselves 

June 28, 2016 

Episcopal Church Presiding Bishop 
and Primate Michael Curry and 
President of the House of Deputies 
the Rev. Gay Clark Jennings have 
written the following letter to the 
Episcopal Church. 

Dear People of God in the 
Episcopal Church: 

We all know that some things in 
holy Scripture can be confusing, 
hard to understand, or open to 
various ways of understanding. But 
some essential teachings are clear 
and incontrovertible. Jesus tells us 
to love God and love our neighbor 
as ourselves, and he tells us over 
and over again not to be afraid 
(Matthew 10:31, Mark 5:36, Luke 
8:50, John 14:27). 

There’s no confusion about what 
Jesus is telling us, but it often 
requires courage to embody it in 
the real world. Again and again, we 
become afraid, and mired in that 
fear, we turn against Jesus and one 
another. 

This age-old cycle of fear and 
hatred plays out again and again in 
our broken world, in sickening and 
shocking events like the massacre 
targeting lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender (LGBT) people in 
Orlando, but also in the rules we 
make and the laws we pass. Most 
recently, we’ve seen fear at work in 
North Carolina, a state dear to both 

http://www.thetaskforce.org/static_html/downloads/reports/reports/ntds_full.pdf
http://www.thetaskforce.org/static_html/downloads/reports/reports/ntds_full.pdf
http://www.dionc.org/dfc/newsdetail_2/3178627
http://www.dionc.org/dfc/newsdetail_2/3178627
http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/ens/files/2016/06/AN-014.pdf
http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/ens/files/2016/06/AN-014.pdf
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God and created in God’s image. 

When we are born anew through 
baptism, we promise to respect the 
dignity of every human being. 
Today, transgender people and, 
indeed, the entire LGBT 
community, need us to keep that 
promise. By doing so, we can bear 
witness to the world that Jesus has 
shown us another way—the way 
of love. 

Faithfully, 

The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry- 
Presiding Bishop and 
Primate                        

The Rev. Gay Clark Jennings—
President, House of Deputies 

following Jesus in casting out fear.  

In the face of the violence and 
injustice we see all around us, what 
can we do? We can start by 
choosing to get to know one 
another. TransEpiscopal, an 
organization of transgender 
Episcopalians and their allies, has 
posted on their website a video 
called “Voices of Witness:  Out of 
the Box” that can help you get to 
know some transgender 
Episcopalians and hear their 
stories. Integrity USA, which 
produced the video, and 
the Chicago Consultation are two 
other organizations working for the 
full inclusion of LGBT people in 
the church. Their websites also 
have online materials that you can 
use to learn more about the stories 
of transgender Christians and our 
church’s long journey to 
understand that they are children of 

  A NOTE ♪ FROM THE ORGANIST/CHOIRMASTER 
 

Some poetry this month, taken from the English poet John 
Milton's Il penseroso (1645); it is described as a “vision of 
poetic melancholy,” but I find it incredibly beautiful: 
 
There let the pealing organ blow, 
To the full-voiced quire below; 
In service high, and anthems clear 
As may, with sweetness through mine ear, 
Dissolve me into ecstasies, 
And bring all heaven before mine eyes. 
                                   John Milton (1608-1674) 
 
Carol Hallenbeck 
Organist/Choirmaster 

NEW BIBLE STUDY! 

Starting Tuesday, September 13, 

2016 we will start an evening 

Bible Study at 7:00 PM in the 

church coffee fellowship room.  

We will start studying the Gos-

pel of Mark.  Please bring your 

bible with you to help study, 

learn, and inwardly digest 

God’s word in an informal set-

ting. 

http://blog.transepiscopal.com/p/out-of-box.html
http://blog.transepiscopal.com/p/out-of-box.html
http://blog.transepiscopal.com/p/out-of-box.html
http://www.integrityusa.org/
http://www.chicagoconsultation.org/
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A look at Vacation Bible School... 
 
 
 
  

Delaware Family Fun Fest  2016 

Vacation Bible School 2016 



Although total revenues are 
about $13,000 below budget, 
there is an offsetting factor. The 
revenue budget includes a 
$30,000 transfer from 
contingency funds intended for 
office renovation in the church 
in the event of the sale of the 
Franklin Street house. Since the 
chances of that are growing 
slim for this year, the $30,000 
will probably not be spent. If 
so, this amount would be 
deducted from projected 
revenues, turning the $13,000 
deficit into a $17,000 surplus. 
Every bit of this will be needed 
to cover the ongoing costs of 
the parish house. 

 

To date, total expenses are 
$56,550 below forecast, but 
again there are reasons. A 
number of budgeted items will 
be paid very soon. When this is 
done, total expenses will still 
be under budget, but by 
$25,340, less than half the 
figure shown on the June 
statement. 

 

Paul Sabine 

Finance Committee Chair 
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Dianne Kreeger, approximately 
50 hours to draw, cut, paste 
and hang the decorations 
depicting beach and ocean 
scenes. We got wonderful 
compliments from the kids and 
the volunteers and the sand 
castle we created has now 
traveled to Williams Street 
Methodist as they are using the 
same Surf Shack theme.  
 
Janet, Mary, Amy and Dianne 
were joined by Nora Alastra as 
adult crew leaders, John Hinton 
as youth crew leader and 
Father Terry Highland as 
games leader. Stephanie Hinton 
attended as a "surfer" as the 
children were called during the 
week. A great thanks to all who 
volunteered and supported 
VBS. It was an exhausting but 
very blessed week! - Dianne 
Kreeger 
 
 
 

Financial Report for June 
2016 

At mid-year, we are still having 
difficulty understanding the 
complexities of the new 
accounting software, but 
progress is being made. 

 

As predicted in April, 
stewardship pledge payments 
are now slightly below budget. 
We still face a sizeable year-end 
deficit, so please keep your 
pledge payments current, and 
even increased a bit if possible. 

 

Vacation Bible School; 
Surf Shack 
Catch the wave of God's 
amazing love! 
 
St. Peter's joined First 
Presbyterian for the 5th year for 
Vacation Bible School. It was a 
lively, fun filled week with 125 
children enrolled (attendance 
was 100 a day) and 75 
volunteers working with them 
as crew leaders, activity leaders 
and cooks. Lunch was provided 
daily and this year snacks and 
cereal were available for those 
kids who did not have breakfast 
or needed a pick up before 
activities started.  
 
The surfing program was 
selected to support First 
Presbyterian's mission to 
promote safe drinking water. 
Donations were collected 
during the week to build a safe 
water well in Chad, Africa. $520 
was the week's total and an 
additional $136 was added with 
a special collection at St. Peter's 
10:30 service on July 17th after 
VBS attendees performed songs 
learned during the week.  
The lessons focused on a 
different theme each day, God 
creates, God helps, God loves, 
God calms and God sends. 
Stories from the Old and New 
Testaments supported the 
themes. 
 
This year St. Peter's was invited 
to decorate one of the activity 
rooms. It took five of us, Janet 
Powell, Mary Highland, Amy 
and Stephanie Hinton and 
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                                                          PIMIL—Partners in Mission in Liberia—Part III (of 3), August 2016 

 THANK YOU!  

 

 

 

 

On Saturday, July 23rd, St. Peter’s filled a table at the annual PIMIL luncheon fundraiser.  As always the food 

was delicious: we ate our fill of Jollof Rice and Sweet Potato Greens with meat, Fried Plantains and Liberian 

Rice Bread, accompanied by coffee or tea and non-alcoholic Ginger Beer. 

What moved me the most during the PIMIL event was listening to a former PIMIL beneficiary outline his 

success story.  His name is Rufus Kelly.  The young man in his early thirties gave eloquent testimony of how 

the scholarship he had been receiving from PIMIL for six years had allowed him to finish high school and 

then earn his B.A.in Sociology.  Rufus spoke humbly yet confidently, repeatedly reiterating how grateful he 

was for the trust his PIMIL sponsors had put in him.  He conveyed to the audience in order to honor this 

trust how conscientiously he had applied himself toward achieving his dream of working in rural communi-

ties in Liberia.  As a sociologist employed by the Liberian government’s Ministry of Health and Social Wel-

fare, Rufus had been in charge of training local leaders, “helping [rural dwellers] how to solve problems col-

lectively” and thus acting upon his life’s passion and commitment, turning it into reality.  Thanks to a World 

Learning USAID scholarship Rufus pursued “post degree studies at the University of Ghana in 2013.”  Sub-

sequently in 2014, through the UNICEF program for Communication and Development, he joined the fight 

against the deadly Ebola Virus employing his skills in several rural communities.   

Currently Rufus is a permanent resident of the US and is employed.  Together with his wife and two chil-

dren he now lives in Texas, yet he affirms: “It is always my hope to return [to Liberia] and contribute.  My 

immigration status will allow that to happen.”  Rufus Kelly’s success story exemplifies PIMIL’s mission of 

transforming lives, enabling dreams, building Liberia, restoring hope and demonstrating Jesus’ love. 

During the event it was also our distinct pleasure to proudly present the treasurer for PIMIL, Bernice Gruel, 

with the ever so generous monetary contributions of the more than 35 St. Peter’s individuals, couples, and 

families.  You all donated the impressive amount of $563—Way to go, St. Peter’s!—towards the overall 

goal of $10,000.  This sum will cover the educational needs of 200 deserving students, among them 100 

Ebola orphans (a marked increase from last year’s support for 14 orphans).*   

THANK YOU, ST. PETER’S, for showing your love and caring for others by so generously supporting 

PIMIL’s mission of “Rebuilding [Liberia] through Education.”   

Dagmar Grothe 

 

*Late Saturday, the overall goal had already been surpassed, in part due to the sponsorship ads in 
the program booklets and to your gracious entries in the Silent Auction.  St. Peter’s again was well 
represented in both categories. Thank you!!!  This means more children will have their educational 
needs met in the 2016/2017 academic year.   



November 26: The 
Husband's Secrete, Liane 
Moriarty 
December--No meeting  
January 28: The Aviator's 
Wife, Melanie Benjamin 
February 25: The Edge of the 
Orchard, Tracy Chevalier 
March 25: The Rainbow 
Comes and Goes, Anderson 
Cooper and Gloria 
Vanderbilt 
April 29: A Spool of Blue 
Thread, Anne Tyler 
May 27: Ripper, Isabel 
Allende 
 

Bread Schedule 
August—Mel Colegrove  
September -Emily Ross/
Sunday school youth 
October -Jayne Ensminger  
November - Roberta Clark 
December - Mel Colegrove 

ANDREWS HOUSE 
Second Friday Meals  
August 12th, 6-7pm  
 
Third Thursday Meals  
August 18th, 5-6pm 
 
Third Monday Meals   
August 15th, 5:30-6:30pm 
 
Legal Advice Clinic 
Third Tuesday of each 
month 
August 16th, Registration 5-
6pm 
 
Mobile Food Market  
1st and 3rd Monday of every 
month 11:30a-12:30pm.   
at Highpoint Nazarene 
Church, 795 Pollock Rd, 
Delaware 

Last Saturday Book Club 
During a lively meeting in 
June, books were selected 
through May 2017. We have a 
great line-up. Join us to 
review a favorite book or for 
the entire schedule. We meet 
at 10:30 on the last Saturday 
of the month at the Parish 
House. 
August 27: My Name is Lucy 
Barton, Elizabeth Stroud 
September 24: Snow in 
August, Pete Hamill 
October 29: Eyes of the 
Dragon, Stephen King 
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

Beverly Bauer 

John Brinkerhoff 

Sally Howard 

Nate Hrusovsky 

Kathleen Jackson 

Elaine Palmer 

Julie Otto-Riber 

Tai Sakala 

Allison Saksa 

Henry Shaw 

Brandon Walter 

Marlyn Wyman 

Kristin Ziehm-Ruffing 

 
Have we missed your birthday?  

Please be sure to contact the office 

to let us know! 

 

 

        People in Need 

This month, we will be 

collecting Helper Meals, 

(hamburger/tuna), cans of 

tuna, and soup.  

 

 

 
2016 Vestry Members 

Jason Ross, Sr. Warden 
Barbara Walter, Jr. Warden 
Jim Hinton, Stewardship 
Paul Sabine, Finance 
Milt Wyman, Evangelism 
Brenda Venzke, Hospitality 
Joyce Laurence, Parish Life 
 

 

http://www.andrewshouse.org/programs/meals
http://www.andrewshouse.org/programs/meals
http://www.andrewshouse.org/programs/meals
http://www.andrewshouse.org/programs/legalclinic
http://www.andrewshouse.org/programs/mobilemarket


St. Peter’s Parish Office 
15 N Franklin St 
Delaware, OH 43015 
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